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The intention behind the project has been to investigate the asphalt as a paving material as it is 
convenient, cheap, long lasting and even, but also directionless and monotone. Smaller towns 
and villages are covered in these big carpets of asphalt all over the country, but as well as it 
might connect the towns or villages, it might also distance them. 

 - What are the qualities in the asphalt? 
 - Are there different ways to treat the asphalt to make it more interesting for pedestrians   
 and motorists? 
 - How can asphalt remain a material for the future?



Meløy Municipality

- 1,5 hour south of Bodø by boat. 

- 6209 Residents

- Biggest villages are Ørnes and Glomfjord

- Ørnes hosts the city hall of the municipality 

- Meløy municipality contains 10 smaller villages

- The number of residents have been stabile since the 
1960´s, but are expected to go down significantly in 
the near future as less younger adults return after 
studying elsewhere.

- Glomfjord hosts a big industry park giving jobs to 
houndreds of residents and pays its workers well.

- Meløy has a high yearly income/outcome rate 
compared to the rest of the cuntry

- Tourists seek the area for its great mountains, 
archipelago and Svartisen.



Ørnes





Registrations - Vegetation



Cars, Pedestrians, Shared spaces



Flow of Space



Found Objects





Tittel





Leading them on an Adventure



Character

Forgotten about. Misunderstood because of its uninviting surface and looks. 
A personality which suffers from being stuck in time as it passes on. 
Buildings arise, generations change but the area remains untouched, 
ungroomed and left on its own. People only pass by, but no one remains 
present. Nobody stays long enough to experience the beautiful inside, but it 
might also be that the beautifulness is subjective to the area itself.



The Character of the Asphalt?



The inbetween Spaces



Topics of Interest after my stay in Ørnes

- Give direction to the directionless carpet of asphalt

- Transplanting of soil and plants from the hill between Televerket and Meløy Energi

- Making asphalt interesting

- Make it safer for pedestrians to use the area

- Are there different ways to treat asphalt?

- Shared space or designated zones for pedestrians and motorists?



Studying Bergens Streets and Almennings







Re-Verbs

ReConfigure

 - Find new ways to configure the inbetween
 spaces

ReConnect 

 - Define better connections between the 
 buildings and and vegetation

ReVitalize

 - Let the dead ground ressurect and be a bigger  
 actor in Ørnes



Ideas



Asphalt
The asphalt is often used as the top surface of our car roads and is a 
90/10 or 95/5 mix of gravel and bitumen. Bitumen is an oil produ-
ct which is made through a oxidation  process of surfacing oil. It is a 
very sticky, stabile and easy to give form to. The production tempe-
rature is between 150 and 180 degrees celsius.

We often look at asphalt as and unatural synthetic mass alien to us 
humans, but as a matter of fact we have used asphalt since 600.ce. 
The first road came i Babylon around this time, but it was also used 
to mumify mummies in egypt as it can create a completely air- and 
watertight volume.The first road which was paved with asphalt in 
Norway came in 1922, but it was not until the 1950´s that it became 
common to use. Today it is a national goal to re-use as much asphalt 
as possible as it is easily recyclable, but not renewable. To recycle the 
asphalt you have to crush it to a mass of 8mm gravel and bitumen 
pieces. This can then be reused as new asphalt or as they stabilizing 
layer underneight the asphalt. It can also be recycled without being 
crushed, but it will then lose alot of strength as air boubles appear 
inside the finished asphalt.

Asphalt has an unfair reputation of being highly toxic to its environ-
ment since it is an oil product. Asphalt do however not dissolve by 
contact with heat or water and particles from it can only be spread 
by cars driving on it, especially with studded tires. As a matter of 
fact, this road dust is very nutritous for plants along the side of the 
road. Further south than Nordland there is being used alot of salt for 
melting ice on the roads. This changes the PH of the ground and wa-
ter adjacent to the roads, and affect our eco-
systems in a negative way. This is something that is unrightfully bla-
med upon the asphalt. On the other hand, Ørnes do not use road 
salts and there is therefore no reason to remove the asphalt as it is a 
fantastic material which can host alot of activities.



The Structure of the Asphalt Road



Working with the Asphalt

First piece cut and grinded ”Melting” the wood into the raw asphalt edge



Looking for Co-Actors

Asphalt, sawdust and metal. Asphalt, styrofoam and sand Asphalt, cotton rug and wood



Inspired på Eyes of the skinAsphalt, moss and candle vaxAsphalt, moss and slate

Roughness, Temperature and density



Feeling the Material Through the Body







Structural model - Outdoor Area of Tiedemannbrygga



Mapping Puddles







Going where the Cars are



Mapping



Verbs as Tools
Inspired by: Richard Serra: To do (1967).



To Roll



To Lift



To Crack



To Sprinkle



To Cut



To Fill



To Break up



To Tear



To Polish



To Patch





Tittel



Tittel















Transplanting the Plants from the Hill




